Using Figures and Tables From the Internet Safely in Your Work

A figure/table /artwork is a whole work. An original figure /table /artwork is, therefore, given copyright protection as an
original work of the creators. It needs permission to be used in another work. Copyright lasts for the author’s life plus 70
years. After this, the figure /table /artwork enters the Public Domain.

Sometimes authors are happy to release their work under ‘open’ licences. These items are sfill in copyright but they do not
need express permission from the creator each time that someone wishes to use them.

For example the figure below has been released by its creator, Paul Veugen, under a Creative Commons licence, which
allows even commercial use of the image so long as the author is credited.
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User Experience diagram by Paul Veugen is licensed under CC BY 2.0/




There is sometimes a misconception that using other people’s figures/tables/artworks for research purposes is acceptable
use. However, this is not the case. Only if the licence allows research use without express permission will it be acceptable to
not apply to the copyright holder for permission. The chart below is marked with a Public Domain mark for its licence so it is

acceptable to use it with credits only and permission is not needed. It can be adapted and modified too though the changes
should be mentioned.

| ADMINISTRATOR
' DEPUTY

ASSOCIATE

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OFFICE OF
PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION
DEPUTY

OFFICE OF OFFICE OF OFFICE OF OFFICE OF
APPLICATIONS | | APV RESEARCH SPACE MANNED
& TECHNOLOGY SCIENCES SPACE FLIGHT

i AMES LEWIS GODDARD JET
1ot RESEARCH RESEARCH SPACE PROPULSION

RESEARCH
CENTER CENTER CENTER | CENTER LABORATORY

FLIGHT LANGLEY MANNED
RESEARCH \:TA,‘L-}'::J? RESEARCH SPACECRAFT
CENTER CENTER CENTER

Earl NASA organizational chartPublic Domain Mark 1.0



The next chart is marked with a CCO licence, which means that it has been dedicated to the Public Domain by its creator even
though it is still in copyright. It is acceptable to use this chart with credits only; permission is not needed even for commercial
purposes. It can be adapted or modified without permission too though the changes should be mentioned.
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The next figure is licenced under a CC BY licence. It is acceptable to use it with credits only. Permission is not needed even for
commercial purposes. The figure can be adapted or modified too.
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“H. W. Johns’ miniature color chart for schools & families [front]” by Boston Public Libraryl is licensed under CC BY 2.0



The following graph is licenced under a CC BY-SA licence. It is acceptable to use it with credits only. Permission is not needed
even for commercial purposes. It is acceptable to modify or adapt this graph without permission but the resulting figure will
have to be released under the same licence.
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The following figure is licenced under a CC BY-ND licence. It is permissible to use it with credits only. Permission is not needed
even for commercial purposes. However, no modifications or adaptations are allowed.

"food pie chart" by miltedflower is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0.

Even figures/tables/artworks marked with Creative Commons licences, when marked with CC BY-NC, CC BY-NC-SA and CC
BY-NC-ND licences, cannot be used in commercial products. They can, however, be used for non-commercial purposes.

Commercial purposes are any activity that leads, directly or indirectly, to profit-making. No such figures/tables/artworks
have been reproduced here because this website promotes a paid editing service.



If a figure/table/artwork has been created by more than one person, then copyright belongs to all the creators jointly. For
permission to use the figure /table/artwork in another work, permission is needed from all the creators. The table below is
copyrighted to Sasmita Sinha and Ritvick Nagar jointly and for commercial uses both of their permissions will be needed.

COUNTRIES NATIONAL NATIONAL BIRD NATIONAL
ANIMAL FLOWER

Afghanistan Snow leopard Golden eagle Tulip

Bhutan Takin Raven Himalayan blue
pPOppy

. Maldives @ Yellowfintuna

Nepal Himalayan serow Himalayan monal =~ Rhododendron |

Sri Lanka Elephant Sri Lanka Junglefowl Blue water lily

Table : National animal, bird and flower of South Asian countries.
Sources: Various websites for each country

Table created by Sasmita Sinha and Ritvick Nagar, licenced under CC BY-NC, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/



If, however, a figure /table /artwork has been created by one or several creators together in line of their employment,
copyright in that work will belong to their employer. The artwork below is the logo of a company, Saira Brothers, and has
been released under their authorship.

Saira Brothers Private Limited, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

In unusual cases, employment contracts may specifically mention that copyright will be owned by the employee. In such cases
only, copyright will belong to the creator, even when they are an employee. Scientific reports and research papers are
mostly owned by their authors even when they are employed by institutions. Tables contained in such reports and papers
belong to their authors.



Under the Copyright law in most countries, adapting or modifying a work in copyright needs permission from the copyright
owner. However, there is no copyright in data or information; it is, therefore, permissible to gather data from a variety of
sources, even several tables, graphs, figures and artworks to combine them in a new creation. This new creation will be

copyrighted to the creator.

The data sources, however, should be credited, unless the

Figure: Primary Colours

information is commonly known as the primary colours in the figure above.

Copyright Checklist-Figures&Tables by Sasmita Sinha, licenced under Disclaimer: This advice is

based on experience in the publishing industry. It is not legal advice. In case of any doubt, seek advice from a qualified legal professional.



